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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course analyzes the interaction among individuals, communities, states, the nation, and 
the world, while considering how these interactions have contributed to the development of 
the United States and its global role. History 315K surveys America from the colonial 
beginnings through the Civil War and focuses on five Big Ideas. Students will analyze how 
American Identity is imagined by various individuals and groups throughout the nation’s 
history. Students will study the connection between Labor and Technology and how 
conditions have changed over time. The course examines what movements have inspired 
Reform and Renewal throughout history and how an evolving democracy balances individual 
freedoms and societal needs with the Big Idea: Self and Society. Lastly, this course studies 
the role of America and the World in international events. This course fulfills the University 
of Texas at Austin core curriculum requirement for U.S. History (Texas core code 060).  

 
Course Pre-requisites  

• Completion of High School English I 
• Concurrent enrollment with High School English II 
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Course Learning Outcomes  
• Construct a meaningful and intellectually honest narrative of America’s history – supported 

by strong evidence – from colonial settlement through the Civil War.  
• Engage with historical information through writing, discussion, and reading.  
• Formulate ideas and conduct analysis about key ideas, events, and interpretations relating 

to the history of the period.  
• Collaborate with team members to produce coursework.  

 
Course Format and Procedures 

• Units at a Glance 
o There are six units in this course, plus an introduction (Unit 0). Each unit has a 

thematic Focus Question (FQ) that is designed to provide direction for student 
understanding and is followed with a lesson’s Essential Question that will connect 
to the FQ. The first lesson of each unit will focus on the college assignment known 
as the Pre-Unit Quiz in the college Canvas Course. Students will take the Pre-Unit 
Quiz and reflect collaboratively with their team on their results. Students are 
expected to be prepared for their Lesson One assignments by completing all the 
Before Class assignments and the Parts 1and 2 of their Unit Study Guides. At the 
end of each unit, students will take an End-of-Unit Quiz that covers the content 
studied in the Unit’s lessons. 
 

• Team Based Learning  
o This course uses Team-Based Learning. Students will collaboratively participate 

with their assigned team in lesson activities such as the In-Class Question Sheets 
(IQs) and class discussions. Team members will collaborate frequently with Before 
Class reading and video assignments, too. Teams are permanent and members 
should get to know one another in order to lean on each other’s unique strengths. 
 

• Readings/Study Guides/Journal Entries 
o Throughout the course, students will examine and analyze several primary and 

secondary sources that cover the same material. Upon close reading, students may 
notice that each author draws different conclusions about the same historical 
events and figures. Students should use the Unit Study Guides as a living document 
to build their understanding. As students read assigned texts, watch videos, and 
study the daily lessons, they will continue to build their understanding by using the 
structures of the Guide, specifically Parts 2, 3 & 4. Most lessons require a Before 
Class assignment and a Journal Entry prompt for students to complete. These 
activities will guide students as they study and are essential to the flipped 
classroom model and collaborative team learning. 
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• College Assignments 
o There are multiple college assignments that students and instructors need to be 

aware of in order to earn college credit. Instructors will support students as they 
prepare for each assignment but students must participate in individual and 
collaborative research before and during class to be successful. The college 
assignments include: multiple choice quizzes for each unit, a midterm exam, a final 
exam, and a Research Enhanced Topic (RET) Project. The RET Project is a research 
essay up to 500 words. More details about the RET Project can be found in the 
Canvas College course. Students will participate in multiple forms of research and 
the use of writing guides to prepare for all college assignments. 
 

• Late Policy 
o Late assignments are not accepted, and the Canvas system will lock you out at the 

beginning of the minute of the assignment deadlines. All Canvas deadlines are in 
Central Time. 

 
o Missed deadlines due to an unexcused absence will result in a grade of 0 points, 

or an F. If you are eligible to receive an accommodation as described in the 
“Students with Disabilities” section, appropriate lead time must be given to the 
instructor as per the policies indicated in this syllabus. 
 

o Students can be proactive by scheduling make-up assessments for excused 
absences and extenuating circumstances only. Students may schedule assessments 
five academic days before or after the day the assessment was proctored to the 
whole class. It is the student's responsibility to know how their personal schedule 
affects their academic schedule and to communicate with their instructor in a 
timely manner. 

 
 
University Course Staff 

Title Description 

UT Austin Faculty Lead 

A UT Austin faculty member who designs and oversees 
delivery of the OnRamps college distance course and 
ensures its alignment to the course as it is delivered at the 
residential university campus. 
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Title Description 

OnRamps Course Staff 

A UT Austin staff member and designee of the UT Austin 
Faculty Lead who serves as a primary subject-matter expert 
in the academic discipline of the OnRamps course and 
provides yearlong support to high school Instructors to 
ensure the course is delivered with fidelity.  
 
As a designee of the UT Austin Faculty Lead, Course Staff 
assist with academic integrity investigations, send official 
University communication to students, and ensure students 
have access to all course resources and policies. 

UT Austin Instructor of 
Record 

The UT Austin Instructor of Record grades or oversees 
grading of college course work and determines student 
eligibility and credit award.  
 
The UT Austin Instructor of Record also investigates and 
resolves suspected incidents of academic integrity 
violations in the distance college course.  
 
The UT Austin Instructor of Record meets departmental and 
university criteria prior to appointment. The UT Austin 
Faculty Lead, Course Staff, or other UT Austin-appointed 
staff member may also serve as the UT Austin Instructor of 
Record. 

 
Course Outline  

Unit & Topic 

Unit 0: Introduction to the Course 

Unit 1: Colonial America 

Unit 2: Colonial Social and Economic Nuances 

Unit 3: Revolution and New Nation 

Unit 4: Westward Expansion and its Impact 

Unit 5: Spiritual Revivalism and Social Reform  

Unit 6: Sectional Crisis and the Civil War 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Technology Access and Expectations  

Accessing technology is part of your OnRamps course requirements. You may only access 
OnRamps course technology using your own UT EID and password or other designated login 
credentials. You are forbidden from substituting for another person or permitting another 
person to use your login credentials to substitute for yourself to take a class, a test, or any 
class-related assignment. 

 
Technology System Description and Expectations 

UT EID 
 
URL:  
https://utexas.edu/eid 

• You must obtain a UT EID and password, which will 
create a unique account with the University of Texas 
at Austin, to register for OnRamps courses and access 
coursework.  

• You must create a strong UT EID password in order to 
ensure uninterrupted technology access. The 
guidelines for creating a strong password are 
available here. 

• Do not share your UT EID password with anyone. 
Sharing your password could allow unauthorized 
access to your educational information and may result 
in account suspension or an academic integrity 
investigation.  

Canvas Learning Management 
System 
 
URL: 
https://onramps.instructure.com 
 

• OnRamps provides an online learning environment in 
Canvas Learning Management System (LMS) for all 
students in this class. 

• You will have access to two (2) Canvas courses for the 
purpose of the dual-enrollment experience: the 
OnRamps high school course and the OnRamps 
college course. 

• You may only access Canvas using your own UT EID 
and password.   

• You are expected to access Canvas daily for reading 
assignments, journal entries, quizzes, and exams. You 
will get many of your assignments and turn in your 
college work  in Canvas.  

• You are responsible for reading course information, 
including assignment instructions and due dates, that 
is posted in Canvas.  

• You are responsible for frequently checking your 
Canvas Inbox and viewing course announcements. 

https://utexas.edu/eid
https://ut.service-now.com/sp?id=kb_article&number=KB0017093
https://onramps.instructure.com/
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Technology System Description and Expectations 
Failure to read announcements or failure to check 
your Inbox is not an acceptable reason for missed 
communication or missed deadlines.  

University of Texas Libraries 
 
URL: 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/ 

• You have online access to The University of Texas 
Libraries, which you will access using your UT EID and 
password.  

• You must have a strong UT EID password to access 
the libraries. The guidelines for creating a strong 
password are available here. 

• For questions about how to use the library website, 
visit: https://www.lib.utexas.edu/research-help-
support/ask-us. 

OnRamps Portal 
 
URL: 
https://onramps.utexas.edu/portal 

• You will access the OnRamps Portal to manage your 
current OnRamps distance college course 
enrollment(s), including viewing your college credit 
eligibility status and accepting or declining college 
credit, if earned. 

• You may only access the OnRamps Portal using your 
own UT EID and password.   

• You must use the OnRamps Portal to request 
accommodations for your distance college course in 
order for eligible IDEA, 504, or ADA accommodations 
to be approved and applied. You may view requested 
accommodations, approval status, and update 
accommodations at any time in the OnRamps Portal.  

Email 
 
Use a personal email address that 
you check regularly and will have 
access to after you graduate high 
school.  

• Email is an official means of communication at UT 
Austin. OnRamps uses email to communicate course, 
enrollment, and credit information to you.  

• It is your responsibility to keep your email address 
updated in the OnRamps Student Portal at all times. 

• You are expected to check email frequently in order 
to stay current with OnRamps-related 
communications, recognizing that certain 
communications may be time-critical.  

• Updating your email address in the OnRamps Student 
Portal automatically updates your email address in 
Canvas.  

• Failure to check email is not an acceptable reason for 
missed communication or missed deadlines. 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/
https://ut.service-now.com/sp?id=kb_article&number=KB0017093
https://www.lib.utexas.edu/research-help-support/ask-us
https://www.lib.utexas.edu/research-help-support/ask-us
https://onramps.utexas.edu/portal
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Assignments & Grading 
The following assignments and assessments contribute to your college grade. Detailed 
instructions and due dates for assignments are posted in your Canvas college course. 

Assessment Description Frequency Assignment 
Type 

% 
Course 
Grade 

Unit Quiz 
Sequences 
20% Total 

Multiple choice Pre-Unit Quizzes covering 
the content of Lesson 1 assignments for 
every unit. Students have 15 minutes to 
answer 10 questions. 

Twice per 
unit, 12 

total 

Quiz Pre-
Unit 

Quiz = 
8% 

  

Multiple choice End-of-Unit Quizzes covering 
the content studied in the Unit’s lessons. 
Students have 20 minutes to answer 15 
questions. 

End-
of-
Unit 

Quiz = 
12% 

Midterm 
Exam 

The midterm is a timed 45 minute, exam 
with one essay and five primary source-
based questions covering material from 
Units 1-3. 

1 Exam 24% 

Final Exam The final is a timed, 45-minute exam with 
Part 1 being an essay covering Units 4-6 
and Part 2 has questions about the Big Idea 
concepts of the course covering Units 1-6. 

1 Exam 35% 

Research 
Enhanced 
Topic (RET) 

The RET is a research essay, up to 500 
words, covering a chosen topic from the 
semester course. It is due after the midterm. 

1 Independent 
Research 
Project 

20% 

OnRamps 
Student 
Orientation 

A Canvas module introducing you to the 
OnRamps course. 

1 Independent  1% 

Total       100% 
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College Course Grading Scale 
A 94 – 100  

A- 90 – 93.99  

B+ 87 – 89.99  

B 84 – 86.99  

B- 80 – 83.99  

C+ 77 – 79.99  

C 74 – 76.99  

C- 70 – 73.99  

D+ 67 – 69.99  

D 64 – 66.99  

D- 60 – 63.99 Minimum Eligibility Grade 

F 0 – 59.99  

 
COLLEGE CREDIT 
This is a college course delivered via distance education through a dual-enrollment program, 
which means you may earn credit for The United States, 1492-1865 (HIS 315K) in addition to 
earning high school credit. 
 
Eligibility for the Opportunity to Earn College Credit 

Eligibility refers to whether or not you met criteria to be eligible for the opportunity to earn 
college credit.  
 
If you meet the minimum eligibility grade on college assignments and assessments, you are 
determined eligible for the opportunity to earn college credit based on your grade. 
 
You may become eligible for the opportunity to earn college credit in the following way: 

 

Eligibility Pathway Requirements 

College grade 

Meet the minimum eligibility grade of D- (60) on selected 
college assignments and assessments.  
 
The OnRamps Student Orientation, Pre-Unit and End-of-Unit 
Quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, and the Research 
Enhanced Topic (RET) project contribute to your eligibility 
grade.  
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College Credit Decision Period 
If you are eligible for the opportunity to earn college credit, you may accept or decline college 
credit earned during the five-day college credit decision period, which will occur during a 
Monday – Friday window after you receive your final college grade. You will receive an email 
notification from OnRamps when your credit decision period begins, a reminder email during 
the credit decision period, and an email when the credit decision period ends. 
 
If you do not make a decision during the credit decision period, OnRamps will determine 
course credit as follows:  

 
• C- or above. You earned credit and will be issued a UT Austin transcript unless you 

decline credit in the OnRamps Portal. 
• D+, D, or D-. You earned credit but will not be issued a UT Austin transcript unless you 

accept credit in the OnRamps Portal. 
• F. You did not earn credit and will not be issued a UT Austin transcript. 
 

College Transcript & Credit Transferability 
If you earn and accept college credit, you may request an official UT Austin transcript through 
the UT Austin Office of the Registrar at the end of the academic year. You will receive an email 
notification from OnRamps when your transcript is available with instructions for ordering a 
transcript.  
 
Each college or university evaluates transfer credit based on its own policies, which vary by 
school, college, and institution. In order to determine how OnRamps courses will transfer and 
if the grade will factor into your college GPA, you must contact the higher education institution 
you plan to attend. OnRamps course grades will be factored into your cumulative GPA if you 
attend UT Austin as an undergraduate.  

 
  



 
 

HIS 315K Course Syllabus |  10 

 
POLICY INFORMATION 
Students with Disabilities 

If you receive high-school accommodations related to a disability under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, you may also receive 
certain accommodations in your OnRamps college course. Accommodations in an OnRamps 
course must follow accommodations in your Individual Education Plan or 504 Individual 
Accommodation Plan and be allowable under the university assessment practices. 
Accommodations are individualized and based on need and disability.    
 
You must use the OnRamps Portal to request accommodations for your distance college 
course in order for eligible IDEA, 504, or ADA accommodations to be approved and applied. 
You must request accommodations prior to the due date for an assignment in order to access 
accommodations for that assignment. You are strongly encouraged to provide information 
about your need for accommodations during registration at the beginning of the course or 
immediately following changes to your Individual Education Plan or 504. 

 
Academic Integrity 

OnRamps students are subject to the University’s academic integrity policies. Academic 
integrity is honesty in your academic work. Each student in the course is expected to abide by 
the University’s Student Honor Code: 
 
“As a student of The University of Texas at Austin, I shall abide by the core values 
of the University and uphold academic integrity.” 
 
This means that work you produce on assignments and exams is all your own work, unless it 
is assigned as group work. The UT Austin Instructor of Record or your high school Instructor 
will make it clear for each assignment or exam whether collaboration is allowed. Refer to the 
Assignments and Grading section for further details about assignment types in your course. 
 
You are responsible for understanding UT Austin’s Academic Honesty Policy which can be 
found here: https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct/academicintegrity.php 
You must respond to email requests from OnRamps staff for investigations of potential 
academic integrity violations. If you fail to respond to email requests about potential academic 
integrity violations from OnRamps staff, you may receive an academic disciplinary action. 
 
More information about academic integrity may be found in the OnRamps Orientation in 
Canvas. 
 
 
 
 

Student Code of Conduct 

https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct/academicintegrity.php
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As a participant in the UT Austin OnRamps program, you are expected to uphold a high 
standard of integrity and ethical behavior. This includes using UT Austin resources in an 
appropriate, ethical manner for the purpose of learning. Prohibited behavior includes: 
 

• Unauthorized use of institutional technology and services 
• Providing false or misleading information about an academic record 
• Engaging in violent or disruptive conduct, including hazing, stalking, or behavior that 

impedes, interferes with, or disrupts any University teaching, research, administrative, 
disciplinary, public service, learning, or other authorized activity.  

 
Failure to abide by the student code of conduct may result in an academic sanction or removal 
from the course. For more information about standards of behavior, refer to The University of 
Texas catalog, Chapter 11, Student Discipline and Conduct: http://catalog.utexas.edu/general-
information/appendices/appendix-c/student-discipline-and-conduct/ 

 
FERPA  

All students in OnRamps are college students and subject to the federal Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). As a participant in the UT OnRamps program, it is important 
that you understand these rights as they apply to you. 
 
Under FERPA, university staff may not share information regarding a student’s college 
coursework or academic standing (grade point average, academic transcript, academic 
probation, or discipline records). 
 
Exceptions: 

• If the student signs a waver stating that FERPA-protected information may be released 
to the student’s parent/guardian, university staff may share the FERPA-protected 
information with the parent/guardian. 

• If university staff share FERPA-protected information with high school staff, including 
the high school Instructor, and the student is under 18 years of age, then the high 
school staff may share that information with the student’s parent or guardian.   

• If university staff suspect a student presents a significant risk of harm to self or others, 
university staff may disclose FERPA-protected information with a student’s 
parent/guardian, high school Instructor, principal, or other appropriate authority to 
ensure the safety of the student and/or other individuals. 

 
For more information about FERPA, refer to The University of Texas catalog, chapter 9, 
Educational Records: https://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-
c/educational-records/   

http://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-c/student-discipline-and-conduct/
http://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-c/student-discipline-and-conduct/
https://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-c/educational-records/
https://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-c/educational-records/

